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I f s no t , real ly. . . T h e p i e c e s of p a p e r u s e d t o b e r e d e e m a b l e for bits of silver. 
B u t t h e n t h e y q u i e t l y r evoked this convertibility, s o n o w t h e m a s s e s a re 
s t u c k with t h e p a p e r , if it c r a s h e s t h e y l o s e every th ing . 
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presetGS 
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Sorry , b u t . , w h e n y o u s t o p a n d think a b o u t it, isn ' t all m o n e y / c u r r e n c y equa l ly 
m e a n i n g l e s s a n d a b s u r d ? 
It o n l y h a s v a l u e b e c a u s e w e V e all d e c i d e d t o a g r e e / p r e t e n d t h a t t h e s e th ings {gold, 
p la t inum, s h i n y r o c k s f r o m t h e g round , wha tever ) have v a l u e -
S e e m s t o m e t h i s i s h a r d l y m o r e a b s u r d t h a n a n y of t h e o t h e r 'real" c u r r e n c i e s , let 
a l o n e we i rd c r y p t o - c u r r e n c i e s . In fac t , i f s qui te funny . At l e a s t . 
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Exac t ly . C u r r e n c y u s e d t o be b a c k e d b y go ld . Now it 's b a c k e d by nothing. I 
r e a d t h a t S i n g a p o r e h a s o n e of t h e h i g h e s t r a t e s of gold backing, i t s 
c u r r e n c y , b u t e v e n t h a t is only 4-% of i f s total cu r rency . I f s a b s u r d w h e n y o u 
th ink a b o u t it. 
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y o u r first t w o s e n t e n c e s a r e t h e foundat ion of all t h e c r y p t o - c u r r e n c i e s - no 
n e e d t o s t a r t off w i t h a n a p o l o g y ; ) 
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C o i n y e w a s a s c a m from t h e s t a r t with a h u g e p remine (devs k e p t 66 Billion c o i n s for 
t h e m s e l v e s be fo re l e t t ing a n y o n e e l s e mine ) a n d it is a p u m p a n d d u m p d e s i g n e d t o 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e of g r e e d a n d of l azy n e w s organiza t ion ' s reliably p red i c t ab l e a p p e t i t e 
for c e l eb r i t y con t rove r sy . 

D o g e c o i n on t h e o t h e r h a n d w a s never p r e m i n e d and h a s no ce l eb r i ty a s s o c i a t i o n 
a p a r t f rom a k i n d old J a p a n e s e w o m a n ' s p h o t o of h e r r e s c u e d d o g a n d is t h e s e c o n d 
m o s t m i n e d s c r y p t c o i n b e h i n d litecoin a n d o n e of t h e f a s t e s t g rowing onl ine 
c o m m u n i t i e s . 
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j a m e s b e c k m a n * g o o d s h i b e m a n 

08 J anuary 201411:07pm 

" D A d 3 b 3 g r 5 b Z k y R u A B m 1 L g r j u z c P P v 4 M c Y y " - a r e you inviting u s to h a c k 
y o u r d o g e w a l l e t J ? _ ? } 
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Kanye West threatens suit over 
Coinye currency 
By Julian Hattem 

COMMENTS 2 fee *5 M fiSh m 
4 lines for $100. 
Unlimited talk, text 
and web. 

Lawyers for Kanye West have filed c e a s e and desist papers to halt creation of the virtual currency 
Coinye West. The Hill has confirmed. 

The Internet money, which became a sensation online in recent weeks, is modeled after the rapper's 
name and bears a cartoon version of his likeness on its website. 

For West and his lawyers, that amounts to trademark infringement and copyright violation, they 
alleged in a letter sent on Monday. ShopMow 

"The COINYE WEST mark is substantially similar to 
the KANYE WEST mark in sight, sound, meaning 
and commercial impression," Brad Rose, a partner 
at the Pryor Cashman law firm, wrote in a letter 
obtained by The Wall Street Journal. 

. ADVERTISEMENT 
l^ io&ndUBbi j Iv ' . pecdcb ! , ! UnL-i . iwd^ii lp n r .our r i tw-y 1.. 

Watch 2 great 
movies on us MORE TECHNOLOGY HEADLINES . "Given Mr. West's wide-ranging entrepreneurial 

accomplishments, consumers are likely to 
mistakenly believe that Mr. West is the source of : privacy calls 
your services or Is, at the very least, affiliated with, 
or has sponsored or endorsed the cryptocurrency." 

M OVERNIGHT TECH: Senators increase data 

GO 
FTC Commissioner pushes Congress on 
patents Rose wants the Colnye West creators to abandon 

their effort, and shut down the website and social 
media accounts associated with It. if they don't, he ' Apple objects to e-book ruling monitor 

• • • threatens to "pursue alt legal remedies against any 
business that accepts the purported COINYE 

T h e very latest titles • No s u b s c r i p t i o n s 

More Technology Headlines > 
Technology News RSS feed S > WEST currency." 

The anonymous creators behind the currency seem to not have backed down. 

The currency was originally set to launch on Jan. 11, but the date has been moved up to Tuesday 
evening "due to legal pressure,'" they said on their site. 

Virtual currencies like Coinye West exist only online, but can be traded for cash or, in some cases, 
goods and services. The most well-known of the fledgling currencies Is bitcoin, which supporters have 
tried to convince regulators and lawmakers is a safe and reliable way to transfer money. 

K SIGN UP FOR THE HILL'S 

f EMAILS AND ALBTTS 
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Dozens of copycats have had an easy tEme starting their own internet currencies by modifying bitcoin's j 
code, which is open source. i 

Some, like Coinye West, seem to have been created more in jest than anything else, though they can I 
nonetheiess be exchanged for money. 

On their website, the currency creators assert the name is ali in good fun. 

"We would like to make it clear that we are entirefy independent of the man, and there should be no 
confusion as to the intent or origin of this project. The name 'Coinye' is intended soiety as parody, not 
an indication or implication of endorsement or involvement,'' they wrote. 
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Bound 2 Happen: Kanye West Demands 
Golnye Programmers Shut Down the 
Digital Currency 

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU by Tsb-saia: 

The currency is launching today despite legal pressure. 

By Kyle Chayka ^chaykak Jan. 07, 2014- 5 Comments 

BSisikX: l ^ l I® S i i l i ® Voted Best City in the World Every TIME Person of the Year 
in 30 Seconds 
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Read Later 

sntH 
Kanye West is not into erypto-currency. 
When a group of seven anonymous 
programmers recently amiounced that they 
would be launching Coinyej a Bitcoin 
cloned named for the rapperj West's 
lawyers jumped into action and issued a 
cease-and-desist letter yesterday, arguing 
that the currency is trademark 
infringement. But it looks like ifs way too 
late—Coinye is going to launch today. 

I: 

2013 Person of tbeYfean Person of the Year 2013: Why 
Pope Francis Refmagines t... TIME Chose Pope Francis %rK 

P 

LUCAS JACKSCU/ReutersiCorhis. 
LATEST FROM OUR PARTNERS 

Ye's lawyers complain that Coinye is 
deliberately confusing its users. cGiven Mr . West's 
wide-ranging entrepreneurial accomplisfaments, consumers 
are likely to mistakenly believe that Mr. "West is the source 
of your services," read the letter. That confusion could 
benefit Coinye's programmers, who will likely hold a 
maiority of the currency and profit if Coinye were to 

j 50 States' Biggest Snow | Days - Weather 
RELATED 

Kanye's Lawyer Moves to Block 
Coinye Hfe/f Street Journal 

P ' 

Coinye Coinye 
M fe: i Jewish Surnames 
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suddenly go viral, gaining real-world vala=e. 
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H i e success of crypto-currenctes is based on popularity: 
the more people using a currency, the m o ire its value rises. 

One reason Bitcoirfs price is back hoverLrag around $1000 W Follow (SjTIIiflENewsfeed 

is that it has the widest user-base of any digital currency, 
but Bogecom {currently worth less tlian 4 / 1 0 0 t h of a 
penny) also recently made waves by piggybacking off of an already viral mane and finding an 
immediate audience with Internet geeks everywhere. 
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Crypto-currencies are also almost impossible to stamp out. Once their algorithm engines start 
generating coins, there's no way to stop p-eople from using them, save suing each and every one 
of the account holders. That's why Coinye's programmers are rushing their invention out, 
stalling at 7 P M PST tonightj according to the countdown on their website. "We want to release 
this to the public before the man can try t o crash it," the programmers told the Wall Street 

Journal. 
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A The Autism Debate: Who's Afraid 
of Jenny McCarthy? While it's not a shock that Kanye's trying to Mi l Coinye, i f s surprising that the rapper hasn't 

launched his own name-brand crypto-cuarrency already. What could be more pimp than minting 
mone}' with your own face on it? 
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Kanye West is trying to block the release of a digital currency named after him called 
Coinye West 

Most shared in Music 
The rapper failed to see the funny side with the launch of the crypiocurrency. 

Instead, his lawyers Prvor Cashman frave sent a cease-and-desist letter to the anonymous programmers 
behind Coinye West accusing them of infringing on West's trademark. 

Sn response, Coinye West had its launch moved forward to last night from January 11. 

They tweeted: 'WHO GON STOP ME HUH. Coinye feeltn' the heat, gonna spread what we got so far 
before the bigwigs steal our work!!' 
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According to the Wail Street Journal, West's attorney Brad D Rose sent a letter to seven of Coinye's 
coders demanding they shut down the entire project induding all social media accounts and transfer the 
coinyewest.com website to the musiciian. 

Rose wrote: 'Given Mr West's wide-ranging entrepreneurial accomplishments, consumers are likely to 
mistakenly believe that Mr West is the source of your services or is, as the very least... [had] endorsed 
the cryptocurrency.' Follow IVletro 
The letter threatens: If you fail lo comply with these demands, we will notify the cryptocurrency 
community at large of your infringing actions and pursue all legal remedies against any business that 
accepts the purported Coinye West currency.' M 
% Kanye West 
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Klarberg^R^an^S. 

Harris, Elizabeth 
Thursday, January 09, 2014 9:11 AM 
Klarberg, Ryan S.; Rose, Brad D. 
FW: I n f r i n g e m e n t of KANYE WEST Mark and Othe r Violat ions 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Support Team rmailto:support@l8.1vl 
Sent: Thursday, January 09, 2.014 5:35 AM 
To: Harris, Elizabeth 
Subject: RE: Infringement of KANYE WEST Mark and Other Violations 

Dear Sir/Madam 
Thank you for your interest in our roulette wheel based on a current internet meme Coinye Coin. Our team is 
not associated with original coin developers in any kind. However here is some additional information that 
might be to an interest to yon. 
The Coin itself is based on a parody of some sort of a "Pop"-Star, though previously our community has never 
heard about him previously. Supposedly this coin release has spiked a huge amount of interest to the "Pop"-Star 
you represent. Eventually w e have found out that Coinye Coin is a parody based on a parody (episode 
Fishsticks from a television series South Park (Season 13, Episode 5 (Does that make it parody in square?)) 
In our Democratic society w e highly regard the importance of parodies in every day's life, and following the 
importance and sanctity of this rule is the way of our life. 

Moreover we would like to say that no further actions will be taken until a personal video on behalf of Kanye 
West is published in whicbi he kindly asks us to remove roulette wheel based on his geopolitical, religious 
or any other possible insults, personality damages of any sort or inconveniences this roulette wheel has 
provided. 

Hereafter I have attached a link that leads to your personal account on the CoinyeCasino.com in which I have 
included a free 2500 CoinyeCoins for you to either play the roulette or to proceed with 
withdrawings: http://www.coinvecasino.com/? 1 aed06213acd 1 debfad5c85847dca6488a2006ffb90dal7f333677b 
14d5c7768 ( 2500 CoinyeCoins are completely available for your personal disposal of any sort you like. Now 
you can freely enjoy yourself being one of the richest people of the world if overlooked by CoinyeCoin amounts 
that are available.) 

P.S. - We would also want 4 sandwiches from your side. (2 with ham, 1 with salmon and 1 with chicken-
bacon)(However note that sandwiches are completely negotiable.) 
P.P.S. - In our current jurisdiction cryptocurrencies such as CoinyeCoins do not bear any resemblance to any of 
the real money assets. However please follow jurisdiction under which you are currently located. 

Yours Faithfully, 
Aleksandrs PR&Marketing, CoinyeCasino 

i 
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Kanye West threatens legal action against 
Coinye programmers over digital currency 

Micro-Green Kits 

$5.99 
Users who receive the new Coinye coins can take them directly to the new Coinye Casino to play 
some classic European roulette or save them hoping they catch on and grow in value. 

Ctttwnents (2) 

BY NANCY DILLOM1 NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 
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Fans who receive Coinye coins can take them directly to the new Coinye Casino to play some 
classic European roulette. 1 Michelle Rodriguez makes a spectacle of 

herself at Knicks game 

2 Leonardo DiCaprio reveals terrifying 
shark attack 

3 Kris Jenner posts sexy poolside bikini 
photo 

4. Spilzer & Smith hot tub tip was all wet 

5 Mindy Kaiing*s Ble cover sparks 
controversy 

6 Sofia Vergara on bikini body. 'Damn, I still 
look good" 

7 Courteney Cox reveals David Arquette is 
having a baby boy 

8 Shia LaBeouf receives cease and desist 
letter after plagiarism accusation 

9 'Bachelorette' Emily Maynard engaged 

They think Coinyes are forever. 

The founders of a new Kanye West-tftemed digital currency are defying a legal threat from the 
famous entertainer and promising to give out thousands of newly minted digital Coinye coins to 
online users Wednesday. 

Users who receive the new Coinye coins can take them directly to the new Coinye Casino to play 
some classic European roulette or Hoard them hoping they catch on and grow In value. 

The coders reportedly plan to release the coins in blocks of 666,666 - a nod to Wests rumored 
affiliation with the illuminati - up to a pre-set maximum. 

"We haven't heard from any lawyers yet, but we'd love to give (West1 s attorney) some house credit 
for a few free roulette spins," one of the programmers behind Coinye Casino told the Dally News in 
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an email Wednesday. iOShakira on weight pressure: 'My man 
prefers meat over bone' 

The programmer, who used the name Jonny Bravo, said the CoinyeCasino.com team is preppfng 
even more games for Coinye users after the sffie opened for "real piay" early Wednesday. 

It was Monday that West's Ma nhattan-based lawyer sent a cease-and-desist letter to the 
anonymous coders behind Cotnye clatming copyright infringement *4 r-iih'iiiiir 
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The logo for the humorous new cryptocurrency features a cartoon version of West with his 
trademark slatted shades. 
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The logo for the new cryptocurrency features a cartoon version of Kanye West with his trademark 
slatted shades. 
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Gwyneth Paltrow 
helps out at her kids' 
lemonade stand 
Gwyneth Paltrow may be a 
health nut, but even she 
can appreciate lemonade 
and cookies. 

"Given Mr. West's wide-ranging entrepreneurial accomplishments, consumers are likely to 
mistakenly believe that Mr. West is t h e source or your services," lawyer Brad Rose with Pryor 
Cashman said fn the letter obtained by the Wall Street Journal. 

I 
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"We are Just a few guys who want to take cryptocurrency to the mainstream," the anonymous 
founders wrote online as they moved their launch date to Tuesday night from later in the month. 

Chris Brown rejects 
plea deal in assault 
case 
Chris Brown rejected a 
plea deal Wednesday 
related to his alleged 
sidewalk: smackdown in 

"We would like to make it clear that w e are entirety independent of (West), and there shouid be no 
confusion as to the Intent or origin of this project," they said. "The name 'Coinye' Is intended solely 
as parody, not an indication or implication of endorsement or involvement." 

GJ 
Cryptocurrency is invisible money released from a network that's preprogrammed with a certain 
number of coins distributed over time to users who unlock them, often times by solving complex 
math problems. Kanye West 

threatens legal 
action over Coinye 
digital currency 
The founders of a new "jji 
Kanye West-themed digital | | | 
current? are defying a legal • 

H! The coins are an invention of the network founders, and they derive any potential street value from 
their popularity and scarcity. 
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Bitcoins have been around for years and become so popular they've attained street value in this 
manner. Candace Cameron 

Bure defends her 
'submissive role' in 
marriage 
Candace Cameron Bure 
has spoken out about 
where she stands in her 
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Some supporters say the point of cryptocurrency is to create an international system free from 
government regulation that acts a s a cheap, egalitarian version of mainstream banking services 
such as Western Union. 
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Attempts to reach West's lawyer and the Coinye coders were not immediately successful 
Wednesday. Shia LaBeouf 

receives cease and 
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accusation 
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pregnancy. The "Jersey 
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Alexander Skarsgard is 
naked In the snow—yet 
again. The hunky True 
Blood" star, who ditched 

, Going forward, the Daily News will require new users to register to the site using full names in 
order to comment on stories. If you have an existing Daily News account and you registered 
with only a screen name, that name will still be valid. If you are an existing user and you 
registered using both a screen name and your full name, your full name will appear on 
comments posted after October 21,2013. We are always seeking new ways to improve your 
experience and we know this change will only make our Dally News community better. 
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Doinye West coin is 100% fraud from the get go. | Timothy Hoogland http://www.timothyhoogland.com/2014/01/coinye-west-coin-is- 100-fr... 

Timothy Hoogland 
iVelcoine to my digital world 

Coinye West coin is 100% fraud from the get go. 
Pos ted on J a n u a r y 8, 2014 

Here 's their original announcement. 

DROPPING JANUARY ? 2014. 7 PM PST. No sere wed up fake ' f a ii •'launches, shyster devs, nutted channels, 

andf^ked u p wallets. We will be releasing ixissword protected, encrypted arvhioes containing the binaries 

and sourcefor the wallet and daemon BEFORE LAUNCH, with the passwords to be released at the s}xcified 

time. U'c will work with multiple jx>ols to orchestixite a PROPER and FAIR release. 

Now let's see : 

No savwed upfake "fair" launches 

- 1 ,333,332,000 COYE. Update: The re were premined but only 759 blocks, which is still over 505 Million coins after a 

claim of ZERO. 

shyster devs 

Again, there were 

muted channels 

#coinyecoin w a s muted all the time in between, especially when problems with pools came up. 

and f"*kcd up wallets 

No wallet at all till long after launch for non-pool owners. 

H o will be releasing password protected, encniptcd archives containing the binaries and s o u r c e / o r the 

wallet and daemon BEFORE LAliNCH, with thepasswoixls to be released at the specified time. 

Password w a s released way after the specified time. 

We will work with multiple pools to oixh est rate a PROPER and FAIR release. 

The whole reason of the password protection w a s probably to delay pool owners, while their own private pool w a s up 

and running. 

This has been posted all over the coinyewest sub-reddit and other places. This coin is completely done for and will 

never be worth anything. I myself have already switched all my mining power back to DOGE. I myself a m going back 

to s leep to try and rid myself of th i s migraine that I woke up with. 
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Share this: 

This entry w a s posted in Crypto c u r r e n c y and tagged coinye, coinye west , coye , doge , fail, gay f ish , k a n y e 
w e s t , muted , p a s s w o r d , p r e m i n e , p u m p and dump, scam, wal le ts by me. Bookmark the permalink 
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% PRYOR CASHMAN LLP New York ] Los Angeles 

7 Tintes Sqtiafe, ffevi? Yecrfe, NY 1003,6-6569 Tel:M2-42I-410Q Fax: 212.3a6>0S06 . WTVw.pryoreashmaH.cora 

Jeffrey Alberts 
Partner 

Direct Tel: 2l2r326'-CiSdp 
Diretl Fax: 212-798-6309 

jaIberU@pryorcashman.ccni 

January 8,2014 

Newchg.com 

Re: Infrmgement of KANYE WEST Mark and Other Violations 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This law fiim acts as litigation counsel for Kanye West and his affiliated companies. For 
the reasons set forth below, we are writing to demand that you immediately remove from your 
website cryptocurreneies that infringe the intelleetual property rights of Mr, West and his 
companies. In. addition, we note that failure to comply with this demand after receiving this 
notice concerning the unlawful character of these cryptocurrencies may subject you to civil or 
criminal enforcement penalties. 

As you are aware, Mr. West is an internationally renowned musical artist^ songwriter* 
producer, film director and fashion designer, to name just a few of Mr. West's endeavors. Mr. 
West has won twenty-one Grammy Awards, making him one of the most awarded artists of all-
time. He has been named one of the 100 most influential people by Time magazine and is 
routinely listed by Forbes as one of the most successful people in the world. 

Mr. West's tremendous success and notoriety has catapulted the KANYE WEST brand 
info a commercial asset of incalculable value. In addition to his common law rights, Mr, "West 
owns numerous federal trademark registrations for the KANYE WEST mark for various goods 
and services as well as several pending applications. See, e.g., U.S. Reg. Nos. 3,648,799; 
3,648,800; 3,648,801; 3,648,802; 3,648,803; and 3,648,804. Without doubt, the KANYE WEST 
mark is famous and is entitled the broadest protection under the law. 

It has recently come to our attention" that you are, without authorization, engaging in the 
operation, exchange, sale, transfer, purchase and/or otherwise using in commerce the 
cryptocurrency offered under and/or in connection with the CODSTYE "WEST, COIN YE and/or 
GOYE mark(s), through your website located at the domain name <newchg.com> (the 
"Website"). The cryptocurrency offered under and/or in connection with the C03NYE WEST, 
COINYE and/or COYE mark(s) is a blatant attempt to trade upon the goodwill associated with 
Mr. West, as consumers are likely to mistakenly believe that Mr. West is the source of the 
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cryptocuiTency offered in connection with the COINYE WEST, COINYE and/or CO YE marks 
" .t- t' *• f rVi•* n 4 ^ - -1 .. • • . i . j . j.... % • TL• • *• 

West, 

and/or GO YE cryptocurrehcy from your Website. 
immediately cease and desist from the following activities: 

(i) engaging in the operation, exchange, sale, "mining", transfer, purchase, or 
otherwise using in commerce, of an "alt coin" digital or cryptocurrency 
bearing any photographs or the likeness of Mr. West in any manner that Is 
likely to cause confusion, mistake or to deceive the public into believing that 
the operation, exchange, sale, "mining", transfer, purchase or otherwise using 
in commerce of the "alt coin" digital or cryptocurrency originated with Mr. 
West or that there is any affiliation or connection between Mr. West and the 
operation, exchange, sale, "mining", transfer, purchase or otherwise using in 
commerce of an "alt coin" digital or crypto currency; and 

(ii) assisting, aiding or abetting any other person or entity in the operation, 
exchange, sale, "mining", transfer, purchase or otherwise using in commerce 
of an "alt coin" digital or cryptocurrency bearing COINYEWEST, COINYE 
or CO YE as a trade name, trademark, brand name, as an Internet domain 
name, as a digital currency name, as a "cryptocurrency", as an "alt coin" 
name, or in any other source-identifying manner. 

In the event that you do not immediately comply with the above demands, you are hereby 
put on notice that you will be named as a defendant is a formal legal proceeding, and we will 
seek to obtain a temporary restraining order to enjoin you and the Website. 

In addition, we. note that, as set forth in the Department of the Treasury's Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network Guidance FIN-2013-G001, an administrator or exchanger that (1) 
accepts and transmits a convertible virtual currency or (2) buys or sells convertible virtual 
currency for any reason is a money transmitter under FinCEN's regulations, unless a limitation 
or exemption from the definition applies to the person. Refusal to remove the crvptocurrencies 
COINYEWEST, COINYE or CO YE from your website after receiving notice of the unlawful 
nature of these crvptocurrencies may subject you to government enforcement action. 

Mr. West takes these violations of his intellectual property very seriously and seeks to 
resolve this matter without resort to litigation including Filing an application for a temporary 
restraining order. If we do not hear from you by 8:00 p.m. E.S.T. on January 8, 2014, we will 

Furthermore, we demand that you 
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without any further notice to. you. 

(•'c 

crh 

Very truly yours, 

/ / / / ) 
.Jeff^'Alberts 
Partner 

cc: Michael Guido, Esq, 
Brad D. Rose, Esq. 

1291395 v2 
10859.00017 
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